Romeo and Juliet 

Promptbook / Storyboard Assignment

During this week you will have an opportunity to create either a live performance or a short film based on a scene below from “Romeo and Juliet.” If you choose to do a live performance, part of your mark will be based on a promptbook (a record book directors create to show all the blocking, script notes and set design ideas for the show) that you will be expected to hand in this Friday before your presentation. If instead you choose to record and create a movie of your chosen scene, you are expected to create a storyboard, showing your filming decisions. For both assignments, you must appropriate the dialogue to modernize it and suit a new theme (ie. Star Wars), but you must include reasons for doing so. 

Both project also require you to fill out a Character Report and a Company Report handout, which will be provided. (10 Marks Each)

See the criteria for each project below, noting the mark allotment and due dates. 

Promptbook Criteria:

Your promptbook will contain the following elements:

Title Page: Name of the assignment, due date, group members, course code, teacher’s name (5 marks)

Prop List: list of props you are using during your presentation (5 marks)

Introduction: Explanation (in paragraph format) of your choices for setting/time period. Why did you choose this setting/time period? How do they support and enhance the plot, themes and characters? (10)

Costumes and brief explanations for your choices. All images must be original.  (10) marks)

Set Design Drawings: What buildings, décor (ie. Bushes, trees etc), or furniture will you need? (10 marks)

Prompt Book: You will need to adapt the language of your scene to your time period, be that Shakespeare’s time, present day, or a future time. On the left side of this promptbook page, you will include the original text (if you delete text, indicate it here). Explain briefly why you removed any text. On the right side of the page you will have your adapted script with script notes. Note: Your group is to modernize the text, you are not to use the “No Fear Shakespeare” aid for this portion. (20 marks) Due Date: Wednesday by the end of class
Performance: Each group will present their adapted scene to the class. It is expected that you memorize your lines; however, you may use index cards to write your lines (not big sheets of paper) if you cannot. You are also expected to be in costume, and have the appropriate props for your characters (40 marks) Live Presentation: Friday
Total Marks: 120

Storyboard Criteria:

Title Page: Name of the assignment, due date, group members, course code, teacher’s name (5 marks)

Prop List: list of props you are using during your presentation (5 marks)

Introduction: Explanation (in paragraph format) of your choices for setting/time period. Why did you choose this setting/time period? How do they support and enhance the plot, themes and characters? (10 Marks)

Costumes and brief explanations for your choices. Your images must be original.  (10 marks)

Set Design Drawings: What buildings? Décor (ie. Bushes, trees etc), furniture. (10 marks)

Storyboard: The storyboard contains rough sketches of each individual shot, with the character’s modernized, appropriated dialogue below. You are required to have between 15 and 20 individual scenes. Detailed directorial instructions for cinematic elements; transitions, special effects, sound, camera angle etc., should also be included, with brief explanations for why each element was chosen. Finally, keep in mind that you are evaluated on your organization, so decide as a group how you will keep this organized before beginning (ie. coloured pens, etc.).  (30 marks) Due Date: Wednesday at the end of class
Video Project: You must film your scene, and the film should match closely with the storyboard you created. Keep in mind your director notes and elements, to ensure they are present throughout your film. You may have index cards to help remember lines (not big sheets of paper), but you are expected to have a majority of your lines memorized. (30 marks) Video Presentation: Friday
Total Marks: 120
Potential Scenes:

I.i. – Servants Fight (6-7 People)

I, iv. – Montagues Crash the Party (3 people)

I, v. – Capulet’s Party (2-5 People)

II, ii. – Balcony Scene (2 People)

II, iv. – Wedding Plans (4-5 People)

III, i. – The Lords Fight (4-5 People)

III, ii. – Juliet Learns of Tybalt’s Death (2 People)

III, v. – Wedding Night-Morning-After (3-4 People)

V, iii. – The Death Scene (3-6 People)
