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	Introduction &
Conclusion 
	- The thesis statement is very well-written and insightful, clearly naming the topic, the author's opinion and main points to be discussed 

- Thesis has a high level of insightfulness

- intro and conclusion succinctly sum up the essay
	- The thesis statement is well-written, clearly naming the topic, the author's opinion and main points to be discussed.
-Thesis has a good level of insightfulness

- intro and conclusion sum up the essay well
	- The thesis statement names some or all of the main points to be discussed. 

-Thesis shows an adequate level of insightfulness

- intro and conclusion are not linked well with the body paragraphs
	- The thesis statement does not name the topic and/or does not preview what will be discussed. 

- Thesis is not insightful

- intro and conclusion do not sum up or link with the body paragraphs
	

	/20
	Support for Thesis 
	- Multiple paragraphs with clear points and proofs 

- Each provides strong evidence of analysis (quotes, examples) that supports the thesis. 

- The writer anticipates and acknowledges the reader's concerns, biases or arguments.

- A variety of literary/poetic devices are used to clearly enhance and support main points
	- Paragraphs have good points and proofs

- Each paragraph identifies evidence of analysis (quotes, examples) that supports the thesis. 

- Writer has trouble acknowledging the reader’s concerns, biases or arguments

- Literary/poetic devices are used to enhance and support main points, but with little variety chosen
	- Paragraphs attempt points and proofs, with a low level of success

- Each paragraph suggests a reason but may not provide clear evidence of analysis to support the thesis. 

- Very little concern for the reader’s biases or arguments
- Literary/poetic devices are included in the essay, but not used effectively
	- Points and proofs are not present

-Paragraphs fail to adequately support the thesis. 

- No concern for reader’s biases or arguments

- Lack of literary/poetic devices mentioned to support ideas
	

	/10
	Formatting
	- All quoted passages are woven seamlessly into the text 
- Punctuation is uniformly correct.

- MLA format is used perfectly (double space, expository/comparison essay structure)
	- Quoted passages are mechanically correct 
- Punctuation is mostly correct

- Good use of MLA format (double space, expository/comparison essay structure)
	- Some quoted passages may be punctuated incorrectly or lacking the identifying speaker
- Punctuation is adequately correct

- MLA format is attempted but unsuccessful (double space, expository/comparison essay structure)
	- Quoted passages are often missing, inappropriate to the situation, or incorrectly punctuated.

- Punctuation is incorrect

- MLA format was not attempted (double space, expository/comparison essay structure)
	

	/10
	Style / Grammar & Spelling
	- All sentences are well-constructed with varied structure. 

- Author makes minor errors in grammar, spelling, or capitalization, but not distracting the reader from the content.

- essay is formal and persuasive
	- Most sentences are well-constructed and include some variation throughout the essay. 

- Author makes 1 or 2 serious errors in grammar, spelling, or capitalization that distract the reader from the content.

- essay is mostly formal and persuasive 
	- Most sentences complete and adequately punctuated but may be simplistic and repetitive in style.

- Author makes several errors in grammar, spelling, or capitalization that often distract the reader from the content.

- essay is often informal or non-persuasive 
	- Many sentence errors, i.e.: run-on, comma fault, or incomplete. 

- Author makes regular or repeated errors in grammar, spelling, or capitalization that severely distract the reader from the content.

- essay is informal and non-persuasive
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